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Personal Dedication

 

Today we have the computer, with undreamt of speed and unbelievable access to information worldwide.  This bibliography is an experiment in searching out bibliographic information about the Battle of Midway, limited only by a need for time and a fast modem, the Roman alphabet, and a system of hierarchical subject headings.

 

Pearl Harbor brought my father into the Navy less than two weeks after his twenty-first birthday.  He missed this battle, but I remember my mother telling how the folks at home were never able to find where he was on any map, even when they were allowed to know where he had been.  World War II affected every moment of the rest of my parents’ lives, and through theirs, mine, for I was even born on D-Day.

 

My thanks to Dr. Maxine Reneker and Greta Marlatt, who allowed me to explore this missing piece of my personal history, and, I hope, to encourage others to go boldly where few others have lately gone before:

the library catalog.

 

mlh
 

 Introduction

 

"… Midway was indeed an ‘incredible victory’, as great a reversal of strategic fortune as the naval world had ever seen, before or since, and a startling vindication of the belief of the naval aviation pioneers in the carrier and its aircraft as the weapon of future maritime dominance."

 

John Keegan, The Price of Admiralty:  The Evolution of Naval Warfare.  New York: Viking, 1989.  p. 211
 

 This bibliography is a selected, partially annotated bibliography listing books, periodical articles, web sites, and videos related to the Battle of Midway.  Certain entries have brief annotations, many of which are taken from annotations in other bibliographies, books, and book reviews, when attributed, and directly from library cataloger’s notes when not.  Although listings for materials in foreign languages are included, the greatest number of entries is for English language materials.  The bibliography is intended to be a tool to assist researchers as they study this significant battle, which turned the tide in the Pacific theater.  It is not intended as a comprehensive listing of all materials on the topic.

 

The letters "NPS/DKL," followed by location and call number information, identify the books held by the Naval Postgraduate School Dudley Knox Library.  Many of the journal articles are also accessible in the Dudley Knox Library.  Consult with the reference or interlibrary loan departments of your local library for advice on obtaining materials of interest to you.
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U.S. planes ambushed Yamamoto in April 1943 when he was flying over the Solomon Islands to inspect troops.  Agawa believes the decision to attack Yamamoto was in part made by Americans based on the misconception that the admiral was a hard-line militarist.  -- Matt Miller, The San Diego Union-Tribune A-10, December 7, 1991.
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[NPS/DKL Location:  MICROFORM  ADA293375]
The successful application of military deception is guided by the principles of war and by the principles of military deception.  In particular, the principles of economy of force and integration serve the operational planner by ensuring an efficient use of military deception. Two historical case studies are presented to illustrate the degree to which the above principles were applied during the Battle of Midway and operation DESERT STORM. The Japanese deception plan failed to adequately incorporate the economy of force principle by devoting too many carrier assets to the Aleutian campaign.  Likewise, the coalition's amphibious landing deception plan utilized almost an entire division of embarked Marines to accomplish what a much smaller force could have done. Additionally, the amphibious deception plan was never fully integrated into the overall campaign plan, and indeed, became a deception plan by default. Alternative allocations of forces are suggested that would have led to more efficient deception plans, and lessons learned are highlighted to promote the consideration of the principles of economy of force and integration into future operational planning. [abstract by author of report]
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[O]ffers the first comprehensive scholarly history of the development of the British secret service and its relations with its American intelligence counterparts during the war against Japan. [Aldrich] argues that, from the Battle of Midway in June 1942, the Allies focused increasingly on each other's future ambitions, rather than the common enemy.  http://www.cup.org/
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At first glance, this book looks like an excellent coffee table book, but be assured it is more than that. It is an excellent account of the battle and the condition of the Yorktown as it appears 56 years later.  -- Donald M. Goldstein, United States Naval Institute Proceedings 126(2):98 February 2000.
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Barnes, G. I.  Great Warriors of World War II.  Maxwell AFB, AL:  Air Command And Staff College, March 1984.  38 p.
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This student report presents a review, analysis, and comparison of the military strategies of Admiral Ernest J. King and Admiral Chester W. Nimitz during the first six months of World War II. Strategy is analyzed in the context of the Air Command and Staff College strategy process model and provides insight into the application of strategy and the actual process by which it is derived. [abstract by author of report]

Bates, Richard W.  The Battle of Midway Including the Aleutian Phase, June 3 to June 14, 1942: Strategical and Tactical Analysis.  Newport, RI:  Naval War College, 1948.  

335 p.
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The Battle of Midway, a decisive engagement of World War II in the Pacific, was also of major importance in naval history. Following the precedent set in the Battle of the Coral Sea, Midway was fundamentally an air action. Japan's objective was to extend her eastern frontiers through the seizure of the Midway Atoll, and decisively to engage the American Navy under conditions favoring Japan, with the Aleutians operation as a diversion posing a threat to Alaska. The United States intent was to end the Japanese threat to Hawaii and Japan's offensive action in that area and to reestablish the balance of naval power in the Pacific. The outstanding American naval strategical and tactical victory confirmed the Allied concept, while Japan's heavy losses forced her to adopt a defensive role and to change her fleet organization, emphasizing carriers over battleships. [abstract by author of report]

Bateson, Charles.  The War With Japan: A Concise History.  [East Lansing]: Michigan State University Press, 1968.  417 p.
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Bath, Alan Harris.  Tracking the Axis Enemy: The Triumph of Anglo-American Naval Intelligence.  Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, c1998.  308 p.
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Although victory in the Atlantic was the capstone of this cooperative endeavor, Bath also describes how intelligence relationships fared in the South Pacific, examining their impact on the forces of Admiral Nimitz and General MacArthur as well as those of Australia and New Zealand.  Throughout the book, he emphasizes the contributions of Australian, New Zealand, and Canadian naval intelligence to the Allied effort.  --http://www.kansaspress.ku.edu/battra.html
Beach, Edward Latimer.  The United States Navy: 200 years.  1st ed.  New York: H. Holt, c1986.  564 p.
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[D]one particularly well in describing the evolution of both warship design and combat tactics during the age of sail and into the early 20th century.  But the continuous innovation, he believes, ended by 1910, with the passing of such luminaries as Isherwood, Luce, Mahan, Fisk, and Sims. They had created a new navy out of the old, he says, and after that the emphasis for improvement was replaced by a natural return to the old ways of apathy and reactionism 

 
   According to Beach, it was not until the attack on Pearl Harbor that the navy shed its peacetime lethargy.  But Beach's assessment is too harsh, because there were important accomplishments between 1920 and 1941. For example, radar was developed then, which gave us a tremendous advantage over any enemy.  Naval air power had been extensively developed by such movers and shakers as William Moffett, Ernest J. King, Bill Halsey, and Jack Towers. The aircraft, pilots, and tactics that won the Battle of Midway, only six months after Pearl Harbor, had not come into being overnight: they had evolved from training and development in the pre-war years.  -- Thomas B. Buell, The Washington Post Book World 5 August 3, 1986. [abstract by author of report]
Belote, James H. and William M. Belote.  Titans of the Seas: The Development and Operations of Japanese and American Carrier Task Forces During World War II.  1st ed.  New York: Harper & Row, [1975].  336 p.
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This book supplies a contrast between USN and IJN carriers and carrier doctrine. -- Paul S. Dull, A battle history of the Imperial Japanese Navy, 1941-1945.  Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1978. p. 377.
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________.  Naval Battles of World War II.  1st American ed.  New York: D. Mckay, 1975.  253 p.

Bischof, Günter and Robert L. Dupont (eds.).  The Pacific War Revisited.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, c1997.  220 p. 

Revised papers originally delivered during the annual spring conference held in 1991 at the Eisenhower Center at the University of New Orleans; papers given by the editors are not included.
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________.  Le Survivant Du Pacifique: L'odyssée De l'Enterprise.  Paris : Presses de la Cité, 1973.  308 p.

Boei Kenshujo (Japan). Senshishitsu.  Middoue Kaisen.  [Tokyo]: Asagumo Shinbunsha, [1971].  657 p.

Edited by the National Defense College, Tokyo.

Boling, James L.  Campaign Planning: A Doctrinal Assessment Through the Study of the Japanese Campaign of 1942.  Fort Leavenworth, KS:  Army Command And General Staff College School of Advanced Military Studies, May 1997.  68 p.


[NPS/DKL Location:  MICROFORM  ADA331176]


This monograph assesses the adequacy of current United States joint campaign planning doctrine within the context of conventional operations between similar forces within a theater of war. The study focuses on five key doctrinal planning concepts -- center of gravity, decisive points, operational reach, balance, and branches and sequels. A case study of Japanese campaign planning efforts at the beginning of 1942 and the retroactive application of selected joint doctrine planning concepts to these efforts is the method and medium of inquiry.  Japanese operational planning in 1942 contained a number of complex and difficult challenges.  These challenges present a rigorous test for current doctrine.  Historically, this process resulted in the disastrous attempt to invade Midway Island.  Joint doctrine is assessed as adequate if its application to 1942 Japanese planning would have resulted in the development of a campaign plan potentially more successful than the historical Midway operation.  This paper concludes that the rigorous application of current joint doctrine by the Japanese to the planning for the 1942 campaign would have resulted in the production of a more thorough, resilient, and potentially more successful plan.  Joint campaign planning doctrine, a way to think about warfare, would have overcome the challenges involved in planning this campaign. [abstract by author of report]

Boyne, Walter J.  Clash of Titans: World War II At Sea.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1995.  381 p.
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 If Boyne has a message to convey, it seems to be this:  By their diplomacy of appeasement and their penny-pinching on naval budgets, the American and British politicians of the years between the world wars almost ensured their nation's defeat when war came.  American carrier planes were obsolescent and the torpedoes they launched failed to explode.  At Midway, only six of 41 U.S. torpedo bombers survived, and not one of their torpedoes did any damage to Japanese warships.  The lives of these American aviators were squandered.  -- David Smith, The Associated Press, August 11, 1995 (BC cycle)

________.  Clash of Wings: Air Power in World War II.  New York: Simon & Schuster, c1994.  415 p.


[NPS/DKL Location:  D785 .B69 1994]


Boyne is at his best recounting the years when airpower was still inchoate, and sheer luck (as at Midway), sheer bravado (the unsung Soviets as well as the RAF's Fighter Command) and sheer ingenuity (the Luftwaffe's defense in depth of German airspace) turned a defiant thumbs up....  But if Hitler had three chances for victory, the Japanese had only one for staving off defeat. After the battle of Midway, American airpower became both true and total, and the Japanese naval and army air arms succumbed to the preponderance of American industrial might.  -- Robert Andersen, Chicago Tribune TRIBUNE BOOKS 6 October 30, 1994.

Brown, David.  Carrier Operations in World War II.  Revised ed.  London: Allan, 1974-.  

2 v.

________.  Carrier Operations in World War II.  Rev. ed.  Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1974-.  2 v. 

Brown, J. D.  Carrier Operations in World War II.  London, Allan, 1968-.  2 v.

Revised edition has author as David Brown.

Buchanan, A.R. (ed.). The Navy's Air War, a Mission Completed.  New York, London: Harper & Brothers, [1946].  432 p.  
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Buderi, Robert.  The Invention That Changed the World: How a Small Group of Radar Pioneers Won the Second World War and Launched a Technological Revolution.  New York: Simon & Schuster, c1996.  575 p. 


[NPS/DKL Location:  TK6574.2  .B84 1996]

The first half of his book makes a strong case that the atomic bomb only ended WWII--it was radar that won it.  Radar tipped the balance in the Battle of Britain, at Midway and in the Solomons….  In the second half of the book, he devotes half a dozen chapters to biographical sketches of key, albeit little known, participants in the wartime radar program.  -- Genevieve Stuttaford, Publishers Weekly 243(35):86 August 26, 1996.

Budiansky, Stephen.  Battle of Wits: The Complete Story of Codebreaking in World War II.  New York: Free Press, c2000.  436 p.
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In June of 1942, Adm. Isoroku Yamamoto, commander-in-chief of Japan's combined fleet, launched a massive assault on Midway Island. The mission’s aim was to draw U.S. aircraft carriers into battle, devastate an American naval opponent still reeling from Pearl Harbor and force America to accept a negotiated settlement of hostilities….  Three months earlier, U.S. Navy codebreakers at Pearl Harbor had finished breaking Japan's naval code, an astonishing feat that turned the tide in the Pacific Theater. Nimitz beat Yamamoto to the punch with aircraft from the Yorktown and the Enterprise and destroyed four Japanese aircraft carriers and 300 planes in a single day. Yamamoto turned and ran, never again to seize the offensive.  -- Vernon Loeb, The Washington Post BOOK WORLD T09, February 11, 2001.

Buell, Harold L.  Dauntless Helldivers: A Dive-Bomber Pilot's Epic Story of the Carrier Battles.  New York: Orion Books, c1991.  348 p.
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________.  The Quiet Warrior: A Biography of Admiral Raymond A. Spruance.  [1st ed.].  Boston: Little, Brown [1974].  486 p.

Some of the best works in the Pacific war are the biographies of leading actors in the conflict. Here again, it's hard to make a choice because there are many good books … my personal vote goes to Thomas E. Buell's The Quiet Warrior:  A Biography of Admiral Raymond Spruance (1974) on the naval side….  Buell's work, to which he brought the technical knowledge of an experienced sea officer, not only adds to our knowledge of the campaigns in which Spruance took part but is a model of objective and insightful biography. -- Ronald H. Spector, The Washington Post Book World 1, August 11, 1985.
________.  The Quiet Warrior: A Biography of Admiral Raymond A. Spruance.  Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, c1987.  518 p.


[NPS/DKL Location:  CT19.P9 B9 1987]
Burgess, Ronald L.  Operational Intelligence: Is It a Panacea?  Fort Leavenworth, KS:  Army Command And General Staff College School of Advanced Military Studies, April 1987.  48 p.
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This study investigates the question that if valid operational intelligence is available, are there reasons or factors that preclude it from contributing to or providing operational success? Case studies utilizing intelligence indicators from Pearl Harbor, Midway, and the Battle of the Ardennes are cited for use in the study. Doctrinal requirements from FM 34-1, Intelligence and Electronic Warfare Operations, form the basis for the study along with considerations from FM 100-5, Operations. The study concludes that operational intelligence indicators were present in all three case studies. The paper presents the case that while Midway is considered an intelligence success and Pearl Harbor and the Ardennes an intelligence failure, the intelligence indicators were present in all three to varying degrees and therefore intelligence should have contributed to operational success. [abstract by author of report]

Burns, Eugene.  Then There Was One: The U.S.S. Enterprise and the First Year of War.  1st ed.  New York: Harcourt, Brace and company, [1944].  179 p.
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This massive investigation into the causes and courses of the second world war has been extensively revised. It is now issued in two volumes. The first deals with the western hemisphere. It is now possible to include the story of the critical breakthrough in cipher decoding which changed the balance of strength in favour of the Allies. The view of appeasement presented is that it was motivated by fears of the Japanese taking advantage of European war to attack British interests in the Far East. The second volume looks at the historical factors which led not only to the Japanese waging war but to the fanaticism with which they conducted it. Together the volumes provide an impressive level of detail -- Austin MacCurtain, The Times (London) Issue 8609, August 13 1989.
________.  Total War: The Causes and Courses of the Second World War. Rev. 2nd ed.  Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1995.  1315 p.

Campbell, Christopher.  Air War Pacific.  London: Hamlyn, 1991.  176 p. 

Cant, Gilbert.  America's Navy in World War II.  New York: John Day, [c1943].  432 p.


[NPS/DKL Location:  BUCKLEY D773 .C16]

________.  America's Navy in World War II.  Rev. ed.  New York: John Day, [1944].  433 p.


[NPS/DKL Location:  D773 .C16 1944]

Carver, Michael (ed.).  The War Lords: Military Commanders of the Twentieth Century.  1st American ed.  Boston: Little, Brown, c1976.  624 p.

[NPS/DKL Location:  CT32 .W178] 

________.  The War Lords: Military Commanders of the Twentieth Century.  London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, c1976.  624 p.

Casey, Robert J.  Torpedo Junction: With the Pacific Fleet From Pearl Harbor to Midway.  Indianapolis, New York, The Bobbs-Merrill Company (Cornwall,NY: Cornwall Press), [1942].  423 p.


[NPS/DKL Location:  D773  .C3]
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Naval Forces at the Battle of Midway June 4, 1942 [International Midway Memorial Foundation]


http://www.immf-midway.org/midwayforces.html 

American

Composition of U.S. Forces [Naval Historical Center]


http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-5.htm 

US Order of Battle at Midway

http://www.microworks.net/pacific/orders_of_battle/midway_usa.htm 

Aircraft

Consolidated PBY Catalina


http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/Bunker/2206/midway/other.html 


http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/pby_catalina.htm 

Douglas TBD Devastator


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/ac-usn22/t-types/tbd.htm 


http://www.aviation-history.com/douglas/tbd.html

http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/Bunker/2206/midway/tbd.html 


http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/tbd_devastator.htm 

Douglas SDB Dauntless


http://www.sunwest-emb.com/wiseman/dauntless.htm 


http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/Bunker/2206/midway/sbd.html 


http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/sbd_dauntless.htm 

Grumman F4F Wildcat

http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/Bunker/2206/midway/f4f.html 

http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/ac-usn22/f-types/f4f.htm 

http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/f4f_wildcat.htm 


Grumman TBF Avenger
 
http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/Bunker/2206/midway/tbf.html 

http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/tbf_avenger.htm 


Ships

USS Enterprise [CV-6 – Aircraft Carrier]


http://www.cv6.org/ship/big_e.htm 


http://www.navsource.org/archives/02/06.htm 

USS Hornet [CV-8 – Aircraft Carrier]


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-h/cv8.htm 


http://www.navsource.org/archives/02/08.htm 

USS Nautilus [SS-168 --  Submarine]


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-n/ss168.htm 

USS Yorktown [CV-5 – Aircraft Carrier]


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-xz/cv5.htm 


http://www.navsource.org/archives/02/05.htm 


http://www.microworks.net/pacific/ships/carriers/yorktown.htm 

Allied Fleet Carriers of the Pacific War [See Enterprise, Hornet, and Yorktown]


http://www.odyssey.dircon.co.uk/allpaccarriers.htm 

Japanese

Composition of Japanese Naval Forces from Naval Historical Center


http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-6.htm 

Japanese Order of Battle at Midway

http://www.microworks.net/pacific/orders_of_battle/midway_japan.htm
Aircraft

Aichi D3A1 Val [dive bomber]


http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/Bunker/2206/midway/d3a.html 

Mitsubishi A6M Zero [fighter]

http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/Bunker/2206/midway/a6m.html 

Nakajima B5N Kate [torpedo bomber]

http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/Bunker/2206/midway/b5n.html 

Nakadjima E8N2 Dave [Reconnaissance]


http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/Bunker/2206/midway/other2.html 

Ships

Akagi [Aircraft Carrier]


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-fornv/japan/japsh-a/akagi2.htm 


http://members.tripod.com/~DanielWalker/akagi.html 

Hiryu [Aircraft Carrier]


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-fornv/japan/japsh-h/hiryu.htm 


http://members.tripod.com/~DanielWalker/soryu-hiryu.html 

Kaga [Aircraft Carrier]


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-fornv/japan/japsh-k/kaga.htm 


http://members.tripod.com/~DanielWalker/kaga.html 
Kikuzuki [Destroyer no. 31]


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-fornv/japan/japsh-k/kikzki2.htm 

Mikuma [Cruiser]


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-fornv/japan/japsh-m/mikuma.htm 

Soryu [Aircraft Carrier]


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-fornv/japan/japsh-s/soryu.htm 


http://members.tripod.com/~DanielWalker/soryu-hiryu.html 

I-68 [Submarine]


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-fornv/japan/japsh-i/i68.htm 
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